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Dear Park Families and Friends, 
As our first week of school in 2020 came to a close, I found myself filled with pride for our Park School 
families.  When I reflect on the acts of advocacy, compassion, love, and generosity that I have 
witnessed at Park, I am inspired.  You are all champions for your children and I am honored to know 
you! 
 
This past week, I became aware of two different stories from Park parents that I would like to share 
with you.  Sarah Liddell, Franklin’s mom, and her friend, Heather Sweeney, have started the organization 
Next Steps Evanston.  This is an organization that provides parent and community education with the 
goal of developing a specific action plan for addressing anti-racist policies in our schools.  From their 
website: “Parents and guardians can impact racialized gaps in opportunity and in discipline as well as 
promote antiracist environments in the schools. Through parent education, our goal is to broaden 
parents’ and guardians’ understanding of racism; how it impacts children in our schools; and how, 
individually and through their children, parents can proactively and reactively contribute to an antiracist 
school and community.”  https://www.nextstepsevanston.com/  Park School and the Park PTA is excited 
to be working with Sarah and Next Steps.  We are so lucky to have Sarah as part of our Park family! 
 
In addition, Margaret Storey, mom of Josie and PTA board member, has recently been awarded as 
“Mother of the Year” in Illinois by American Mothers organization!  Margaret was nominated by a friend 
for her advocacy for parents and children with disabilities.  Those of you that know Margaret are 
probably not surprised that Margaret was awarded this honor for the state of Illinois!  You can learn 
more about this organization and read Margaret’s bio by clicking: 
https://www.americanmothers.org/2020motheroftheyear/ 
 
Thank you to all parents and guardians for your support of your children and our school!   
 
Kind regards, 
Jill Anderson, Principal 
847-424-2301 
andersonj2@district65.net 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
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Upcoming Events 
★ January 15th - ½ Institute Day 
★ January 20th - MLK Day - no school 
★ May 13 - Family Fun Fest (tentative) 

 
Foundation 65 
We are grateful to have the support of Foundation 65.  This past year, our drama teacher, Allison 
Strausman, was awarded a grant to enhance the assistive technology in her drama program at Park 
School.  This has greatly increased student engagement in addition to increasing our students’ abilities 
to interact with their materials.  Foundation 65’s Annual Fundraising Benefit is approaching on January 
31st.  At the event, the Foundation will be premiering a short video starring the children of District 65 
and highlighting some of the Responsive Grants, including the Park Drama Grant.  See information 
below, shared by the Foundation’s board: 
 
Register today for our 10th Annual My65 Fundraising Benefit! This event, to be held on January 31, 2020 
from 7-11 pm, is a great way to kick off the new year!  Our new event location, Etown Fitness, provides us 
more space for more fun. DJ Marcus Brown of DIME, and the incredible Evanston band, Suite Mollie, will 
help us dance the night away. We have fantastic raffle prizes, delicious BBQ, beer from Temperance, and 
great wine. Most importantly, you will be supporting our community, our public schools, and our kids.   
 
Come to meet with old friends and make new ones while supporting a great cause!  When you support 
Foundation 65, you support direct programs and services in our District 65 schools that power literacy 
and arts initiatives.  Please click here today to register for this great event.   
 
Show your Evanston pride by joining us at My65!   
 
Parent Survey: 5 Essentials 
In order to better meet the needs of our students and families at Park School, we need your feedback! 
We apologize to those who attempted to complete the survey before winter break.  All glitches with the 
system have been resolved!  Please take a few minutes to complete the 5Essentials Survey. 
Information from this survey can drive the reflective work of our Climate Team, lead the development of 
resources for families, such as our series of Parent Education opportunities.  When you share your 
input on the 5Essentials Survey, the Park School Climate Team and staff will have more accurate 
information to set plans and goals for the 2020-2021 school year.  The needs of our students and 
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families drive our work and we are grateful for your time and attention to this survey: 
https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/ 
 

   
 
General Reminders 
★ Any urgent calls, including child absences, please contact the main office at 847-424-2300.   
★ If you drop your child off at school, or pick them up, please remember to sign them in/out at the 

front desk 
★ We are examining our procedures for visitors at Park School.  We are clarifying these 

procedures for multiple reasons, including but not limited to the safety of the visitor, protecting 
the confidentiality of our students, and of course, the safety of our students and staff.  When a 
parent or guest visits Park School (ex: IEP meeting, volunteer in the classroom, observe, etc.), 
the following procedures will be implemented: 

○ Visitor(s) should sign in at the office in the secured lobby and indicate their destination 
in the log.  

○ Visitor(s) will exchange a form of identification for a visitor’s badge (the badge must be 
worn at all times). 

○ Park School staff will escort the visitor(s) to their destination.  The visitor will be asked 
to wait in the secure lobby for the escort. 

○ After the observation or meeting, Park staff will escort the visitor(s) back to the lobby to 
sign out and exchange their visitor tag for their form of identification. 

Please know that you are very welcome at Park School.  The safety of our Park community is our top 
priority and by implementing these procedures consistently, we can better ensure safety for all. 
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